
 

 

 
Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods Is 

Going Back to Its Roots  
 
Last year brought major changes to Capitol Hill United 
Neighborhoods (CHUN), including a return to our roots as 
a volunteer organization.  
Since 1969, CHUN has been a gathering together of 
community activists committed to the mission of 
Preserving the Past, Improving the Present and Planning 
for the Future of Greater Capitol Hill, and that will not 
change.  
 

Nevertheless, we have made big changes. In 2016 we 
passed the responsibility for organizing and managing the 
Capitol Hill People’s Fair to a for-profit group, Team Player 
Productions. The People’s Fair has been CHUN’s major 
source of funding for many years, but we concluded that 
with the proliferation of other events in Denver, it could 
no longer support us and, in some ways, interfered with 
our main community work. Team Player will pay CHUN for 
the rights to the name and the date (still the first weekend 
in June) on a sliding scale, depending on the success of the 
Fair.  
 

With the transfer of the Fair to Team Player, we said 
goodbye to our assistant director, Andrea Furness, who 
had been with CHUN for 10 years with major 
responsibility for organizing the Fair. Andrea also has 
moved to Team Player. Our longtime executive director, 
Roger Armstrong, is leaving CHUN on January 15th. It is 
with deep regret that we part with him. Roger has been 
such an important part of our organization – first as board 
member, then People’s Fair director and finally as 
executive director, representing CHUN and our 
membership in many capacities. Without People’s Fair 
revenues, we simply cannot continue to have paid staff.  
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E CHUN Back to Roots—cont. 

Just as CHUN began in 1969, we are now – once again – going to be an all-
volunteer organization. This is a great opportunity for our members and 
supporters in the community to reconnect with CHUN. As an organization 
with paid staff it was sometimes too easy to forget that a registered 
neighborhood organization is about its members and should derive its 
energy and support from those members. This is our call to you to 
recommit to keeping CHUN strong, healthy and an important voice in the 
city. 

CHUN’s main source of revenue going forward will be rental income on our 
headquarters, the historic Tears-McFarlane House at 1290 Williams St. on 
the north end of Cheesman Park. The Tears-McFarlane House has some full-
time tenants but currently we are looking for new tenants to rent out three 
vacant office spaces. In addition, there are a handful of groups that meet 
weekly or monthly in the public rooms and in the adjacent Hedlund Hall. 
We also offer space to people who want to host one-time events such as 
meetings, weddings and parties (see related story). 

Members of the CHUN Board of Delegates are assuming responsibility for 
managing the house and CHUN’s affairs. We continue to enjoy the help of 
Randle Loeb, our groundskeeper and will endeavor to keep the house 
spruce and welcoming. Long-term, we have a dream of raising money to 
refurbish the public spaces and undertake some much-needed 
infrastructure work so the Tears-McFarlane House and Hedlund Hall can 
continue to serve CHUN and the Greater Capitol Hill community as a 
meeting place well into the future.  

We also are working to make sure the important community functions that 
have characterized CHUN’s role in the city of Denver continue at as high a 
level as possible. With your help and support we will thrive. 

 

Keep Walking Safe After Snowstorms 

 

Denver has some strict regulations for clearing walks after a snowstorm. 

Pedestrians, including senior citizens, people with disabilities, parents with 

strollers, and mail carriers depend on clear walkways.  

 Home and business owners are responsible for clearing walks, in-

cluding curb ramps at the corners. 

 Businesses must clear snow from public walkways within four hours 

of the time snow has stopped. 

 Homeowners have 24 hours to remove snow and ice from sidewalks 

adjacent to property. 

 Complaints about uncleared walks can be registered at 3-1-1.  
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CHUN Membership Renewal  
It’s time to renew your membership! 

 
Annual fees -  

 $10.00 ~ Student/Seniors 65+ & Limited Income 

 $25.00 ~ Individual 

 $35.00 ~ Household 2+/RNO/Non-Profit 

 $50.00 ~ Business/Civic Group/Gov’t Agency/HOA 

 $250.00 ~ Business—including marketing benefits 
 

As a CHUN Member - 

 You receive information about volunteer opportunities, new 
development proposals, or information about city plans & 
programs. 

 You receive advanced notification and invitations to social 
events, wine tastings, special dining nights & more. 

 You also receive a monthly newsletter and bi-monthly e-
mail with information about your community. 

 
A Historic Location for Your Office, Meeting or Celebration 

Low Rates – Lots of Charm on Beautiful Cheesman Park 
 
The historic Tears-McFarlane House – headquarters for Capitol Hill United 
Neighborhoods (CHUN) – offers space in a beautiful, historic building for people 
who are looking for unique office space to rent, would like to have a one-off or 
recurring meeting location close to Downtown, or want a charming place to host 
a party, wedding or other celebration. 
 
Right now there are three offices open in the house, including two very roomy 
suites on the third floor ($400 and $600/mo.) and a large space on the lower 
level that rents for $600. Each office suite comes with off-street parking. For 
more information please call the CHUN office at 303-831-1651 and leave a 
message, or email to chun@chundenver.org. Your call / email will be returned 
promptly. 
 
There are two spacious adjoining rooms on the main floor of the historic building 
that are very adaptable for meetings or parties. There is a small kitchen/pantry 
attached that can be used for catering set-ups. The main floor spaces are 
handicapped accessible. 
 
CHUN also has available a larger detached hall on the property that can 
accommodate larger groups – also for meetings or events. It has a full kitchen 
and handicapped accessible restrooms.  
 
CHUN’s rates are generally below what many venues charge and we can provide 
tables and chairs. For more information about the available spaces, rates, and to 
see photos, go to http://www.chundenver.org/event-space.html. For a tour, call 
the CHUN office at 303-831-1650 and leave a message. We will return your call 
promptly.  

CHUN’s Board Peers into Future in Visioning Exercise 

What will our neighborhoods look like in 10 years? Five 
years? One year? That was a central question in the vi-
sioning session that the Capitol Hill United Neighbor-
hoods Board of Delegates undertook this past Septem-
ber 15th. We talked about shared values, benefits of the 
community organization, and primary goals for the com-
ing years. And we looked at CHUN from the perspective 
of a well-established conduit for neighborhood involve-
ment that “gives a voice” to the residents of greater 
Capitol Hill in creating the kind of community in which all 
of us can thrive. 

One result of the session was a preliminary outline of 
ideas could create a more connected and sustainable 
community.  Some key concepts included:  

 Ensuring that the greater Capitol Hill neighborhoods 
retain their historic character 

 Ensuring that they are welcoming to all people re-
gardless of race, age or economic status 

 Working to provide an example of sustainable cities 
across the country.  

The board identified greater neighbor participation 
through membership, actively engaging local businesses, 
efforts in climate change awareness and sustainability, 
and house renovations at Tears- McFarlane as its most 
important short-term goals.  

Interested in participating in creating this vision? Join us 
at our annual meeting on January 12th to learn more 
about CHUN’s past and future work.   
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Big Changes to Denver’s Treecycle Christmas Tree 
Recycling Program 

 

Denver is changing its Christmas tree recycling program 
to an all-weekend pickup. Trees will not be collected as 
part of regular weekly trash collection during the first two 
weeks of January! 
 
 Set out your tree at your regular collection location 

by 7 a.m. on Saturday Jan. 7th or Saturday Jan. 
14th.   

 
 Place it at least two feet away from trash or recylc-

ing containers, cars or other obstacles. It must be a 
real tree – not artificial or flocked – and have all the 
decorations, lights and stands removed.  

 
 Do not place it in a bag or inside your dumpster. 
 
 After January 15th you may take your tree to the 

Cherry Creek Recycling Center. 
 
 Reclaim free mulch made from recycled trees at the 

Mulch Giveaway and Compost Sale next May. 
 
 More info at www.Denvergov.org/DenverRecycles or 

720-865-6810. 
 
 

City’s Planning Initiative Kicks off  

The City of Denver is taking a new approach to neigh-
borhood planning, and Greater Capitol Hill is among 
the first areas it will address. Dubbed the Neighbor-
hood Planning Initiative (NPI) city planners hope to 
produce area plans for every neighborhood in Denver. 
Now, only about 20 percent of Denver’s neighbor-
hoods have up-to-date plans. The NPI will be able to 
cover the city in 10-14 years by combining neighbor-
hoods into larger areas. 

Many of our Greater Capitol Hill neighborhoods will be 
included in the East Central plan: Capitol Hill and 
North Capitol Hill, Cheesman Park, Congress Park, City 
Park and West City Park. According to the city, resi-
dent involvement and discussion will allow individual 
neighborhood characteristics to be addressed within 
the larger area. You can find more information at 
www.Denvergov.org/neighborhoodplanning.  

Point-in-Time Survey Helps to Understand  

Homelessness in Metro Denver 

 

Each year an army of service providers and volunteers de-

ploys throughout the metro area on one night to get a snap-

shot count of the homeless families and individuals who live 

among us – the Point-in-Time Survey (PIT). This year’s date 

is January 30th.  

 

The PIT Survey is spearheaded by the Metropolitan Denver 

Homeless Initiative (MDHI). Besides counting the homeless, 

it provides an opportunity to educate community members 

about homelessness in our neighborhoods, where many 

homeless men, women and children collect. Community, 

faith-based and government organizations us the information 

collected in the PIT Survey to tailor service needs for the 

homeless.  

 

On January 30th service providers and volunteers will con-

nect with homeless individuals and families in emergency 

shelters, human service organizations, parks, riverbeds and 

other places where they rest. For more information and to 

sign up, go to https://www.givepulse.com/event/34588-
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Safety Tips from the 

Denver Police Department 

District 6 

Officer Snow White 
 

The  entire City of Denver is experiencing numerous 

car thefts – especially Hondas. 

 

 While District Six is still experiencing Honda thefts, 

were are also having Theft From Motor Vehicle 

problems. 

 

Make sure you always lock your car.  Do not leave 

anything of value in the car, and try not to leave 

documents that identify you and your address. 

 

Use any anti-theft devices available – the 

club, alarm systems, etc. 
 

Community Resource Officers (CROs) & Neighborhood Police Officers (NPOs) 

***Denver Police Non-emergency number: 720-913-2000*** 
 

DISTRICT 2………………………………………………………..720-913-1000 

Officer Adriel Torres, -Adriel.torres@denvergov.org…….720-913-1089 

DISTRICT 3………………………………………………………..720-913-1300 

Officer Mike Borquez,- mike.borquez@denvergov.org...720 913-1183 

Officer Sharon Avendano sharon.avendano@denvergov.org..720-913-1248 

DISTRICT 6………………………………………………………..720-913-2800 

Officer Snow White—snow.white@denvergov.org……..720-913-2906 

City’s Planning Initiative Kicks off  
 
The City of Denver is taking a new 
approach to neighborhood planning, 
and Greater Capitol Hill is among the 
first areas it will address. Dubbed the 
Neighborhood Planning Initiative 
(NPI) city planners hope to produce 
area plans for every neighborhood in 
Denver. Now, only about 20 percent 
of Denver’s neighborhoods have up-
to-date plans. The NPI will be able to 
cover the city in 10-14 years by 
combining neighborhoods into larger 
areas. 
 
Many of our Greater Capitol Hill 
neighborhoods will be included in the 
East Central plan: Capitol Hill and 
North Capitol Hill, Cheesman Park, 
Congress Park, City Park and West 
City Park. According to the city, 
resident involvement and discussion 
will allow individual neighborhood 
characteristics to be addressed within 
the larger area. You can find more 
information at 
www.Denvergov.org/neighborhoodpl
anning.  
 

Short-Term Rental Hosts Need 
Licenses to Avoid Fines 

 
Do you have a short-term rental (STR) in 
Denver – Air bnB or VRBO? The deadline for 
getting a license to operate was Dec. 31st.  
Annual licenses cost $25. Without a STR license 
you’re risking a fine of up to $999. Licensed 
hosts may offer an STR of less than 30 days only 
in their primary residence.  
 
The three-step licensing process is conducted 
exclusively online. Get more information and 
apply for a license at 
Denvergov.org/ShortTermRentals.   
 
It’s the city’s first online business license and to 
the city’s knowledge, Denver was the first in 
the nation to offer an online STR license. 
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Denver Recycles’ Roundup 
 
Recycle Right! The Dos and Don’ts of Recycling 
 
Recycling in Denver is easy, but it’s important 
that residents only place acceptable 
recyclables in their purple carts. The sorting 
equipment at Denver’s recycling processor is 
great at separating bottles from cans, but trash 
and unacceptable items are sometimes difficult 
to remove.  Help keep Denver’s recycling 
stream clean and free of non-recyclable items 
by staying current on Denver’s recycling 
guidelines. Take a look at the “Do’s and 
Don’ts” listed below for some helpful 
clarification on common areas of confusion: 
 
Do: empty all food and beverage containers 
completely before recycling 
 
DON’T: Flatten Cartons or bottles  
 
DO: Breakdown cardboard boxes into pieces 
no larger than 2 Ft. by 2 Ft. 
 
Do:  Minimize shredded paper 
 
DO: Remove magnets and plastic wrap from 
magazines and phone books  
 
Only recycle glass bottles and jars 
 
Visit the Denver Recycles website at http://
www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/
trash-and-recycling/recycling.html 
Recycles to view Denver’s complete recycling 
guidelines and list of acceptable and non-
acceptable materials. 

Remember the Molly Brown Banner Series  
on Colfax? 

Love our Colfax Banners? Take one home with you!  With the help 
of Mile High Workshop, the Colfax Business Improvement District 
upcycled the street banners and turned them into a limited edition 
of reuseable tote and messenger bags! Great for shopping, 
commuting on your bike, camping (they're weatherproof).  They’re 
going fast, so order one today at http://colfaxave.com/home.  
 

Art Commissions Offered for Madison Rec Center and More 
 
Artists are being sought to compete for four public art 
commissions, including two in the Carla Madison Recreation 
Center, through the City of Denver Public Art Program. Deadlines 
for applications are coming up this month. 
 
 Carla Madison Portrait - $7,000 budget. Deadline Jan. 16 @ 

11:59 p.m. 
 
 Unique, one-of-a-kind public art project appropriate for the 

Madison Rec Center and for the diverse community that will 
patronize it. $45,000 budget. Deadline Jan. 16 @ 11:59 p.m. 

 
 Artist or team of artists to create an original work of art for the 

exterior façade of a building at the Denver Zoo., adjacent to 
City Park and facing City Park’s Duck Lake. Particular interest in 
artwork exploring the interplay between the built and natural 
environment. $285,000 budget. Deadline Jan. 23 @ 11:59 p.m. 

 
 One-of-a-Kind artwork(s) for Paco Sanchez Park in West 

Denver’s Villa Park neighborhood speaking to community-
based connections: history of area, legacy of Hispanic activist 
Paco Sanchez and the native residents of Villa Park. $18,000 
budget. Deadline Jan. 23 @ 11:59 p.m. 

 
Get more info and full RFQs at http://artsandvenuesdenver.com/
public-art/artist-information/opportunities/.  
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Zoning Hearings: The matters listed below are scheduled for hearings before the Denver Board of Adjustment (BOA) Zoning 
Appeal or the City and County of Denver Department of Excise and License (EL) on the indicated dates.  The hearings are 
held at the Wellington E. Webb Municipal Office Building, 200 W. Colfax Ave., in the second floor hearing room.  The public is 
welcome to attend.  All of the listed dates and times are current at the time of publication.  For  Excise and License and Board 
of Adjustment decisions and follow-up on the following hearings please visit: www.denvergov.org 
 
 

HEARING DATE & TIME  PREMISES AFFECTED   HEARING ISSUE 
              

January 06, 2017 9:00 AM        1250 N. Grant St.    Application Medical Marijuana License 
  

           MMRD     E&L  
 

         
              
               
   
    

CHUN STAFF: 

Roger Armstrong—Executive Director   Randle Loeb—Groundskeeper  

Zoning Committee January 4, 7:00 PM 
  1201 Williams St. 
 

Executive Committee January 10, 7:00 PM 
 CHUN, 1290 Williams St. 
 

Tree Committee Contact the CHUN Office 
 

Board of Delegates January 19, 7:00 PM 
 CHUN, 1290 Williams St. 
 

Historic Preservation January 30, 7:00 PM 
Committee           Castle Marne, 1572 Race St. 

CHUN COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

Denver Art Museum - Free Day: January 7, 100 W 14th Ave Pkwy.  
www.denverartmuseum.org. 
 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science - Free Day: January 22 
2001 Colorado Blvd.  www.dmns.org. 
 

Denver Zoo—Free Day: January 12, 20 & 21, February 2,. 2300 
Steele Street.  www.denverzoo.org. 
 

Denver Botanic Gardens—Free Day: January 16 1007 York Street 
www.botanicgardens.org. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 
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Officers 
 

President—Charles Nusbaum      

Vice-President of Membership—Sarah Wells    

Vice-President of Neighborhood Engagement—Doug Goldman   

Vice-President of Fundraising and Development—Chris Chiari 

Vice-President of Tears-McFarlane and CHUN Community Center—Bill DeMaio 

Secretary—Torry Van Slyke  

Treasurer—Mark Cossin 

Ex-Officio– Caroline Schomp 

At-Large Delegates 

Debra Adams Geneva Hooten 

Gisella Bassani Jesse Lipschuetz 

Judith Cohen Mike Plancarte 

Mark Cossin  Judy Schneider 

Kristian Eichler Lizzie Schoon  

Rachel Griffin Jim Slotta 

Phil Haberman Margie Valdez 

Jamie Heldt Sarah Wells 

 Nancy Charles-Parker  
  

Neighborhood Delegates 
#1 Chris Chiari, Chris Hinds 

#2 Alison Torvik, Jill Locantore 

#3 Charles Nusbaum 

#4 Stephen Polk, John Riecke, Torry van 

 Slyke, Rob Weil 

#5 Brad Cameron, Brittany Wirth 

#6 Travis Leiker, Caroline Schomp 

#7 Shayne Brady 

#8 Doug Goldman, Molly Williams 

#9 Kathleen Reilly, Michele Steed 

#10 Bill DeMaio, Annette Woodward 
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Tears-McFarlane House Available 
for Event and Meeting Rentals! 

 

Located on the north side of 
Cheesman Park, the historic 

Tears-McFarlane House is an ideal 
setting for your meeting, party or 

event!  We can accommodate 
groups in a range of sizes utilizing 

the mansion or the adjacent 
community hall.  For more 

information or to schedule an 
appointment, please email 

chun@chundenver.org. 
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Owner’s Statement 

URBAN DWELLER  (ISSN: 1084-1644) is  
published monthly by Capitol Hill United  

Neighborhoods, Inc. (CHUN) at 1290 Williams 
Street, Ste. 102; Denver, CO 80218-2657 and is 
distributed to all CHUN members.  Questions, 
comments or articles may be directed to the 

above address.  Telephone is 303-830-1651 and  
facsimile is 303-830-1782.  E-mail address is 

chun@chundenver.org. 
Periodicals postage paid in Denver, CO. 

Postmaster, please send address changes to: 
URBAN DWELLER 

1290 Williams Street, Ste. 102 
Denver, CO 80218-2657. 

 
Total Circulation is 800 copies per month, 

with all circulation paid or requested. 

Mission Statement: 

Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods, 

Inc. (CHUN) is an organization that 

brings people together to share in: 

Preserving the Past, Improving 

the Present, and Planning for 

the Future of Greater Capitol Hill. 

CHUN will: 

Promote a sense of neighborliness; 

improve the physical appearance of the 

neighborhood; 

provide a unified voice; 

encourage representation and  

cooperation among diverse groups; 

work on specific neighborhood 

 problems; develop CHUN’s identity 

and visibility. 

 

CHUN Boundaries and Neighborhood Areas 

 Don’t forget to follow and LIKE 

CHUN  
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Capitol Hill United Neighborhoods 

@CHUNDenver 

.  Building our community through strong neighborhoods  . 


